Human Race and Nature

1. version

History: Human life depends all the time on nature. Thousands of years ago people lived thanks to nature. They found out that its power and products are useful for life. So that they cut wood to make a fire and shelter /prístešky/, picked wild fruits and killed animals for food and fur /kožušina/. They began with farming, building of houses and domestication of animals. Already at that time man took whatever from nature, but he did not do anything to recreate /obnoviť/ that part of nature. But later it was even worse. Population grew and people needed more for their lives. They discovered many products and techniques how to get from nature what they need, for example fertilizers /umelé hnojivá/, pesticides, electricity or vehicles, but, unfortunately, they were not interested that these activities damage nature. And now, in the 21st century there are more than 6 billion inhabitants on the Earth, which is in a big threat and future of humankind as well as future of Earth will survive only if we start to protect nature. Because the state of environment is critical. 
 
We have to face /čeliť/ to problems like deforestation, acid rain, ozone hole, greenhouse effect, weather changes or disappearance of many animal and plant species. Our consume lifestyle caused climatic changes known as global warming. We can see it every day and in each part of the world. You just turn on TV and hear that it was strong earthquake in Japan, tsunami in countries surrounded by Indian Ocean like India, Indonesia, Thailand, big fires in Greece, droughts in Portugal and Spain, tornadoes and hurricanes in the United States and Mexico or melting of icebergs in Antarctica. But we do not have to go so far away from Slovakia, also in our country we were witnesses that state of the Earth is out of control. In 2005 there was a big fire in High Tatras in our national park and we still have problems to renew damaged parts of woods. 
 
Man should find out new ways how to product new goods and to live in the was which is not harmful /neškodný/. Big problem is that reserves of natural resources are almost spent. Coal, oil, iron, copper or aluminium will not be here for us forever. It is important to continue in research and to begin to use solar, nuclear energy and to recycle. But also this is not so simple. 
For example some years ago we began to use plastics. At the beginning producers used to say that plastic goods would be good, high quality and cheep. But now we see that they are not so cheep at all and we have problems with its storing at waste dumps /skládky odpadov/. 
Later, big boom was using of nuclear energy. But building of nuclear power station divided countries into 2 groups – into countries which prefer this kind of energy - for example France, and into countries which are strictly against it because they see its negatives. The biggest two are problems with storing of nuclear waste and the threat of explosion of nuclear power station, like it was in “Černobyl”.  Maybe the best solution is using of solar energy. There are already some solar cars, but its production is still too expensive. 
 
But if humankind and the Earth should survive, we have to invest money into science and ecology. Important is support of government. 
 
There are also many organisations which try to protect environment, the most widely-known are volunteer organisations Greenpeace and Children of the Earth. There are people who are interested in future of the Earth. For example in summer there were big concerts in big cities in the world during the day of Earth. Many singers like Madonna, Black Eyed Peas or Red Hot Chilli Papers sang here and helped to inform public about global changes and to save money for it. Or in Switzerland one famous photographer wanted to protest together with people against polluting of the Earth by taking of a photo, on which there are hundreds of nude people standing in front of Aletsch Glacier, the biggest one in Europe.
 
Each of us can help to nature. We can reduce using of fertilizers, pesticides and other chemical products, stop wasting with electricity and oil, to separate garbage into glass, paper and metal product, to give them to recycling and to buy recycled goods. 

Our future depends on us, because we damage nature as well as we can save it for us, our healthy life and for life of our children.

2. version

HUMAN & NATURE – history: human depends all the time on nature, prehistoric times – life thanks nature (fruits, animals = food, fire, shelter), later farming, building of houses, domestication, population increase, more needs but no nature recreation, pesticides, fertilizers (umelé hnojivá)… = damaging of nature, 
NATURE NOW: 21st century = the Earth in threat, many problems (deforestation, acid rain, ozone hole, greenhouse effect, weather changes, disappearance of animals and plants, consume lifestyle caused climatic changes – global warming, mineral sources almost spent, little space for waste dumps (skládky odpadov), disappearing of rain forests

WORLD PROBLEMS: earthquakes in Japan, Tsunami in India, Indonesia, Thailand, fires in Greece, droughts in Portugal and Spain, tornadoes and hurricanes in the USA, melting of icebergs in Antarctica, Slovakia – storm in High Tatras, damages trees…
POLLUTANTS: aerosols, fumes, cars – exhaust fumes (smog), toxic waste, pesticides, fertilizers, waste, sewage, greenhouse gases – by burning of fossil fuels (coal), cheimicals…

SOLUTION: start to revitalize immediately, to find out new ways of goods producing, solar and nuclear energy, wind-power stations (veterné elektrárne), government supporting of science researches, windmills, unleaded petrol, solar cars…
Supporting of environment protection: volunteer organisations – Greenpeace, Children of the Earth, concerts during the day of the Earth
WE & help: each of us can help, reduce using of fertilisers…, stop wasting of electricity and oil, separate rubish (glass, paper, metal), recycling, buy recycled good

Man and Nature
environment životné prostredie
ecology ekológia

protection ochrana

protect chrániť

preserve uchovať
climate podnebie

survive prežiť
pollution znečistenie
air/water/land pollution znečistenie vzduch/voda/pôda, zem
pollute znečisťovať
harm/damage  škoda, poškodiť

harmful škodlivý
threat ohrozenie
destroy zničiť
natural resources prírodné zdroje
global warming  globálne otepľovanie
the greenhouse effect skleníkový efekt
CO2 – carbon dioxide oxid uhličitý
ozone layer ozónová vrstva

ozone hole ozónová diera
acid rain kyslé dažde
destruction of habitats znečistenie lokalít
deforestatoin odlesňovanie
rain forest dažďový prales
endangered species  ohrozené druhy
become extinct vyhynúť
aerosols  aerosoly
fumes výpary
smog smog
fertilizers  umelé hnojivá
waste  odpad
sewage splašky
rubbish smeti, odpadky
greenhouse gases  skleníkové plyny
energy  energia
electricity elektrina
fossil fuels fosílne palivá
coal uhlie
gas  plyn
oil ropa
wood drevo

forest les
dam  priehrada, hrádza
nuclear power jadrová energia
nuclear waste jadrový odpad
radiation radiácia
dump  smetisko
contaminate  kontaminovať
ecosystem ekosystém
balance rovnováha
environmental group  skupina na ochranu živ. prostredia
environmentally friendly  priateľský k životnému prostrediu
weather changes zmeny počasia
recycle  recyklovať
wind power  veterná energia
windmill veterný mlyn
solar power solárna energia
unleaded petrol  bezolovnatý benzín
let out vypúšťať (do ovzdušia)
