Travelling

Why do people travel? There are many answers and reasons for it. The fact is that for many of us travelling is a true hobby.

People travel to visit places that are close or far away, they travel for fun or from necessity. Travelling takes up more time in our lives than most of us imagine. Everyday we must travel to school, to work or visiting friends. There are two ways of travelling: one is using our own means of transport and the other is to rely on the public transportation services. People and goods can be transported by land, by air or by water.

The main fact that speaks for water transport is the relatively small costs. Ferries, ocean liners and other steamboats take quite much time to carry you to the place of destination. The advantage is, that you can take more luggage. Traveling by sea, you can get a sea-sick.

Going by air is very expensive but is the fastest way of travelling. An air ticket ensures us a comfortable seat on the plane which can fly us to any place in the world within a few hours. The air transportation system is strictly dependent on the timetable. At the airport we go through the passport control and security check, have our luggage (which has a limited weight of course) checked and then wait until the plane is ready for take-off. When we are lucky and our flight is neither cancelled nor postponed we can look forward to a safe landing on the runway of another airport. For private use helicopters are usually bought.

Land offers the greatest variety of means of transport. There are motor road vehicles and bicycles on the one hand and rail on the other. As personal vehicles, motorcycles and cars are the most popular. There are also other means of transport on four wheels - buses and trolleybuses. Of rail vehicles, which are almost designed for public use, we could mention trains, trams, and the underground.

Cars and motorbikes are expensive to purchase and people also have to pay for petrol, which costs a lot of money. For short and middle distances a car is fast enough so as not to get too tired by travelling, unless we get into a traffic jam. The best thing about cars is that they will take you almost anywhere at any time. Modern cars with soft seats and a lot of space for the legs are sometimes even more comfortable than the interior of a plane.  To get a driver’s licence one must know how to drive and know the traffic rules well. One of the rules says that cars are to be driven on the right side of the road. This isn’t true in Great Britain, there people drive on the left.

The most frequent public means of transport are buses and trains. The network of bus and train stops covers most inhabited places. Public transport is cheaper, but also less comfortable. The bus and train stops in major cities are called stations. An ordinary railway station looks like this: a big hall with a ticket office where one can buy a single or return ticket and a seat reservation, the departures and arrivals board, a left luggage office or lockers, telephones, waiting halls, a restaurant, a drink machine, a book-stall and toilettes.

In big cities underground with several different tracks have been built to relieve the trams and busses (the most interesting of them are the famous double-deckers in London). They are the fastest means of urban transportation and the underground trains usually go every five minutes on average. Many workers and pupils depend on the underground every morning. It can take them at a low rate from the suburbs to the city and back. The taxi in big cities can just be called by phone or hailed while they pass by in the street, but it is too expensive.
  
Another popular means of transportation is bicycle riding.  And a very special type of travelling is hitch-hiking. Mostly it’s used by young people who are not afraid of taking a risk. Some travellers get to very distant countries in this way. Young people travel mainly to improve their language skills and often also for fun and adventure.

PAST: on foot, horse – difficult, small distances, bad roads, no maps, boats – USA months
NOW: many possibilities – car, bus, plane, boat… quickly and quite cheap
FUTURE: more tunnels, motorways – better infrastructure, agro tourism, eco tourism, later maybe travel to orbit, moon
PREPARING TO TRAVEL: find out where to go, how to get there, what to do and see there. To arrange and book travel tickets, accommodation, insurance, maybe also vaccinating, take a holiday at work, to pack baggage, have visa, passport, enough money.
PRIVATE TRAVELLING: adventure, interesting to travel alone, new contacts, travel where how I want, no spending of time with group, dangerous, less fun like with group.
GROUP TRAVELLING: with friends or travel agents, happier with more people, helping each other by problems, more fun, tolerance and understanding with other people. 
TRAVEL AGENT: used a lot, does everything – enough info, no sorrows (starosti) necessary, booked journey, accommodation, catering, insurance, programme – everything arranged for us, we just decide for certain holiday, fill some forms, give signature and pay and then we can travel = package holiday
DISADVANTAGES OF TRAVELLING: dangerous, bad people, get lost, murdered, stolen money, passport, expensive
 
Means of transport
by bus - quite fast, cheap, crowded, dirty, careless drivers, dangerous in some places, uncomfortable – lack of place, usually no toilet in a bus, no privacy, can get everywhere
by train - fast, cheap, more comfortable - more space, more privacy, sleeping and dining cars, toilettes, can’t get everywhere, for long distances, less dangerous than a bus
by plain - for a long way, comfortable, expensive, food including, less dangerous, very fast, if you go with a travel agency you have to be at the airport two hours before
by bike - cheap, healthy, good for environment, you can get everywhere, stop where you want, slow, very dangerous, problems with luggage
on foot - the cheapest kinds of travelling, healthy, keeps you fit, improves your condition, slow, for short distances, dangerous when you are alone
on boat - slow, only at the places where is the water, could be cheap of expensive, noisy, not so dangerous
hitchhiking – very cheap, could be fast or slow, dangerous
double decker – in London
romantic: going on yacht, canoeing, gliding, hot-air ballooning, windsurfing
for young: roller-skating, skateboarding
commuting: tram, underground, taxi 
 
Going abroad, travel agency – You have got two possibilities - you can go with travel agency or you can go alone - arrange your own holiday.
With travel agency - package holiday – everything is done for you, you need only money, because the travel agency cares about everything - accommodation, booking, ticket for plain or other kinds of transport. But it could be sometimes very dangerous, because if the travel agency bankrupts, you can stay in the foreign country without help. In this case you have to find out our embassy and ask for help. Or it could happen, that you pay for comfort holiday and you get terrible accommodation without bath, air condition…
But it has got a lot of advantages - you have got special program, you can do a lot of trips with a tour guide a get more information about the town, sights, habits...
Own holiday - you have to care about everything only alone, you have to book the place for accommodation, full or half board, tickets or travel with own car, you have to have own insurance, map. But you can do everything what you want, you aren’t depend on other people.
Necessary documents and things: valid passport, visa, we must change the money, insurance for traveling and for whole stay, phone number for embassy
Vocabulary:
transport                           preprava

means of transport           spôsoby prepravy
travel, go by car, train, plane, ship, air, boat

drive a car, a bus, 
ride a bike, motorbike, horse

on foot                                         pešo

departures/arrivals                        príchody/odchody

check-in                                      vstupná kontrola

passport control                      pasová kontrola
security control                      bezpečnostná kontrola
luggage                                   batožina

check                                      skontrolovať

runway                                   ranvej
take off/land                           vzlietnuť/pristáť

waiting room                         čakáreň

airport                                    letisko

flight                                      let

plane ticket                            letenka

cancel                                    zrušiť

postpone                               odložiť, presunúť na neskôr
sea-sick                                 morská choroba

liner                                      dopravná loď

ferry                                      trajekt
board                                     paluba

railway station                      železničná stanica

coach (car)                            vozeň
sleeper                                   lôžkový vozeň

vehicle                                  dopravný prostriedok

traffic jams                            dopravné zápchy

traffic lights                          semafory

traffic accident                     dopravná nehoda

highway                               hlavná cesta

motorway (freeway)            diaľnica

fuel                                       palivo

petrol (gas)                          benzín

petrol (gas) station              čerpacia stanica

driving licence                    vodičský preukaz

car park/parking                  parkovisko

comfortable                         pohodlný

distance                              vzdialenosť

underground                       metro

left luggage office              úschovňa batožiny

ticket office                        

bus/train/plane tickets

a single/return ticket          jednosmerný/spiatočný lístok

reservation                         rezervácia
to book                               rezervovať, objednať si niečo

overnight                            cez noc

trip                                         výlet

journey                                  cesta

insurance                               poistenie            health/luggage insurance

take out an insurance            poistiť sa

catering                                 stravovanie

full/half board                      plná/polopenzia

accomodation                       ubytovanie

suite                                      apartmán

single room                          jednolôžková izba

travel agency                        cestovná kancelária

air conditioning                    klimatizácia

sports facilities                     športové zariadenia

hostel                                    ubytovňa

a guest                                  hosť

stay in                                  bývať v (hoteli apod.) NIE !!!! live in (hotel)

go on a holiday/trip             ísť na dovolenku, výlet

Study questions:

1. Why do people travel?

2. Public transportation (advantages, disadvantages)

3. What foreign countries have you visited? What services did they offer (accomodation, catering etc.)

4. Compare travelling in tha past and now

5. Do you agree with the strict restrictions at the airpaports nowadays because of the danger of the terrorist attacks?

